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in his turn offers a uniform resistance; a resistance
which, however, is more efficient than the pressure,
because the defender disposes of special advantages
such as shelter, fire-power, etc., which the assailant
does not possess to the same degree.

Such a battle means bringing up forces piecemeal ; it
soon amounts to throwing drops of water into a sea.

We have a wave breaking against a strong dam. The
dam will not be broken.

Suppose, however, we should, as a result of some mental
vision, discover a crack in the wall of the dam ; a point
of inadequate resistance. Or again should we manage,
by means of a particular combination of forces, to add
to the rhythmical and methodical action of the wave
some kind of water-hammering capable of breaking the
wall of the dam on some one point, then the balance
would be upset; the mass would rush in through the
breach made, and carry the whole obstacle. Let us
look for the crack, for the point of inadequate resistance,
or let us organise to this end our water-hammering on
one point of the enemy line ; we shall thus attain the
one result.

That is the " battle of manoeuvre."

Defence, once it has been overthrown on one point,
collapses on all. Once the resistance has been pierced,
the whole line falls.

Mechanics as well as psychology leads us to the
" battle of manoeuvre.*' The means provided by the
first consist in applying superior forces on one point;
b

the means provided by the latter consist in producing
a peril, an attack that cannot be parried.

By either road, we come in tte end to decisive attack.

Such an attack is necessary, because otherwise nothing
is really achieved) and we are relying on nothing but
chance.

It is adequate, because, as soon as it has succeeded, the
result is attained.

Theoretically a well-conducted battle is a decisive attack
successfully carried out.

Theoretically too, in order to be stronger than the
enemy on a given point and at a given moment, all
forces must be simultaneously applied on that point, and
this in an unforeseen manner.